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Overview 
 
All communities are not created equal.  After much prodding from environmental justice advocates, the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) acknowledged its mandate to protect all Americans.  The 
EPA defines environmental justice as:  “The fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people 
regardless of race, color, national origin, or income with respect to the development, implementation, and 
enforcement of environmental laws, regulations and policies.  Fair treatment means that no group of 
people, including racial, ethnic, or socio-economic groups should bear a disproportionate share of the 
negative environmental consequences resulting from industrial, municipal, and commercial operations or 
the execution of federal, state, local, and tribal programs and policies.”2  
 
Call for Resource Papers 
 
In order to have substantive resource materials going into and coming out of the Summit II, a national call 
for papers was made resulting in over two-dozen papers.  The resource papers were written by the nation’s 
leading academics, policy analysts, legal scholars, health experts, and practitioners.  The papers are 
designed for use in the Summit II general sessions, workshops, hands-on training, and meeting 
deliberations.    The Environmental Justice Resource Center at Clark University coordinated the 
commissioned resource papers series and prepared the report summaries.  The major findings and 
recommendations of these papers are as follow:   
 

MAJOR FINDINGS 
 
HEALTH & SAFETY  
 
Cancer and the Environment.  Of the 80,000 pesticides and other chemicals in use today, 10 percent are 
recognized as carcinogens.3  There are more than 8 million Americans who have cancer. 4  Cancer-related 
deaths in the U.S. increased from 331,000 in 1970 to 521,000 in 1992, with an estimated 30,000 death 
attributed to chemical exposure.5  The fraction of cancer deaths caused by occupational exposures vary 
from four per cent to over 20 per cent due to the lack of data on the carcinogenic potential of most 
industrial chemicals and the absence of effective public health surveillance systems for occupational 
disease.6  
 
Childhood Lead Poisoning.  Lead poisoning continues to be the number one environmental health threat to 
children in the United States, especially poor children, children of color, and children living in inner cities. 7  
An estimated 1.7 million children aged 1 to 5 years have blood lead levels of 10 ug/dl or greater.8  Over 
28.4 percent of all low-income African American children are lead poisoned compared to 9.8 percent of 
low-income white children.  Many children living near smelting and mining communities also have 
elevated blood lead levels.  The World Health Organization (WHO) estimates the effect of lead poisoning 
to be about 1 to 3 points of IQ lost for each 10 ug/dl lead level.  At higher levels, the effect may be larger.  
Lead affects almost every organ and system in the body—including the kidneys and the reproductive 
system.  
 
Migrant Farm Workers and Pesticides.   Between 3-5 million migrant farm workers labor in the U.S. fields 
at low wages and unsafe, unsanitary, and unjust work conditions.  Farm work is the second most dangerous 
occupation in the United States.  Farm workers suffer from the highest rate of chemical injuries of any 
workers in the United States.  EPA estimates that pesticide exposure causes farm workers and their families 
to suffer between 10,000 to 20,000 immediate illnesses annually, and additional thousands of illnesses later 
in life.9  Of the 25 most heavily used agricultural pesticides, 5 are toxic to the nervous system; 18 are skin, 
eye, or lung irritants, 11 have been classified by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) as 
cancer-causing; 17 cause genetic damage; and 10 cause reproductive problems (in test of laboratory 
animals).10  Annual use of the pesticides causing each of these types of health problems totals between one 
and four hundred million pounds.11  Farms employing less than 10 workers are exempt from the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA).  Over 85% of migrant farm workers work on 
farms with fewer than 10 employees.  Over 80% of migrant farm workers in the U.S. are Latinos  
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Migrant Children.  An estimated 250,000 children of farm workers in the U.S. migrate each year, and 
90,000 of them migrate across an international borders; half of all migrant children have worked in fields 
still wet with pesticide and more than one third have been sprayed directly; over 72.8% of migrant children 
are completely without health insurance.  
 
BUILT ENVIRONMENT  
 
Toxic Production.   Approximately 80,000 different chemicals are now in commercial use with nearly six 
trillion pounds produced annually in the United States.12   More than 80% of these chemicals have never 
been screened to learn whether they cause cancer, much less tested to see if they harm the nervous system, 
the immune system, the endocrine system or the reproductive system.13 The current U.S. approach is also 
not based on real life exposures since people and animals are not exposed to one chemical in isolation, but 
rather are exposed to an array of toxic chemicals.14 
 
Toxic Public Housing.  Over 870,000 of the 1.9 million (46 percent) housing units for the poor, mostly 
minorities, sit within about a mile of factories that reported toxic emissions to the Environmental Protection 
Agency.15   
 
Toxic Schools.  More than 600,000 students in Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Michigan and 
California were attending nearly 1,200 public schools that are located within a half mile of federal 
Superfund or state-identified contaminated sites.16   No state except California has a law requiring school 
officials to investigate potentially contaminated property and no federal or state agency keeps records of 
public or private schools that operate on or near toxic waste or industrial sites.17 
 
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ECOLOGY   
 
Dirty Power Plants. More than 75% of African Americans live within 30 miles of a coal-fired power plant 
compared to 56% of whites.   And more than 70% live in areas that violate national air quality standards.  
Power plants are one of the biggest industrial source of pollution contributing 38% of all carbon dioxide, 
the most significant greenhouse gas, emitted from burning fossil fuels in the United States placing power 
plants at the center of the debate on climate change.18   

 
Energy Insecurity.  The U.S. has over 217 million cars, buses, and trucks that consume 67 percent of the 
nation’s oil. Transportation-related oil consumption in the U.S. has risen 43 percent since 1975.  The 
United States accounts for almost one-third of the world’s vehicles.  With just five percent of the world’s 
population, Americans consume more than 25 percent of the oil produced worldwide.19  More important, 
almost 60 percent of our oil comes from foreign sources.20  In addition to health and environment reasons 
for the U.S. to move our transportation beyond oil to more secure and sustainable alternative fuels, there 
are compelling energy security and economic strength reasons to invest in clean fuels technology.  Global 
pressure on the world’s dwindling oil supply will only add to energy insecurity at home and abroad.   
Investment in clean fuel technology would not only have considerable environmental, economic, and health 
benefits, but would go a long way in promoting energy security.    
 
Energy and Native Americans.  Nationwide, Indian lands are grossly underserved by electricity services.  
According to a recent Energy Information Administration report, an average of 14.2% of tribal households 
in the country are without electricity.21   This is ten times the average for the rest of America.  Ironically, 
20% of the energy resources in the U.S. are located in Indian Country, which combined together occupy 
land areas equal to the size of Texas.   
 
Asthma Epidemic.  Air pollution costs Americans $10 to $200 billion a year.22  The number of asthma 
sufferers doubled from 6.7 million in 1980 to 17.3 million in 1998.23  Over 4.8 million asthma sufferers are 
children.24  Asthma hits poor, inner-city dwellers, and people of color hardest.  African Americans and 
Latino are almost three times more likely than whites to die from asthma.25   In 1995, more than 5,000 
Americans died from asthma.26  The hospitalization rate for African Americans and Latinos is 3 to 4 times 
the rate for whites.27   The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reports that asthma accounts for 
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more than 10 million lost school days, 1.2 million emergency room visits, 15 million outpatient visits, and 
over 500,000 hospitalizations each year.   Asthma cost Americans over $14.5 billion in 2000.28   
 
ALTERED ENVIRONMENT  
 
Poverty and Pollution.  Poverty and pollution are intricately linked29.  Poor people are disproportionately 
exposed to hazards30 in their environment that in turn makes them sick due to the lack of clean and fresh 
water, and adequate food, shelter, fuel and air.31  Poverty impacts health32 because it determines how much 
resources poor people have and defines the amount of environmental risks33 they will be exposed to in their 
immediate environment.  An estimated 40 percent of world deaths can now be attributed to various 
environmental factors, especially organic and chemical pollutants.   
 
Toxic Wastes and Race.  Nationally, three out of five African Americans and Latino Americans live in 
communities with abandoned toxic waste sites.34  Discrimination influences land use, housing patterns, and 
infrastructure development.   Zoning ordinances, deed restrictions, and other land-use mechanisms have 
been widely used as a "NIMBY"35 (not in my backyard) tool, operating through exclusionary practices.36   
 
Brownfields.  The U.S. General Accounting Office estimates that there are between 130,000 and 450,000 
brownfields (abandoned waste sites) scattered across the urban landscape from New York to California.37  
Most of these brownfields are located in or near low-income, working class, and people of color 
communities.38   
 
Geography of Air Pollution.   Air pollutants adversely affect the health of 4 to 5 billion people worldwide.  
A growing world population is burning more fossil fuels, emitting more industrial pollution and driving 
more automobiles.  The number of automobiles is increasing three times faster than the rate of population 
growth.  According to National Argonne Laboratory researchers, 57 percent of whites, 65 percent of 
African Americans, and 80 percent of Hispanics live in 437 counties with substandard air quality.39  In the 
heavily populated Los Angeles air basin, the South Coast Air Quality Management District estimates that 
71 percent of African Americans and 50 percent of Latinos live in areas with the most polluted air, 
compared to 34 percent of whites   
 
Motor Vehicle Pollution.  Transportation sources account for 80 percent of carbon monoxide (CO), 45 
percent of NOx, 36 percent of hydrocarbons (HC), 32 percent of CO2, 19 percent of PM, and 5 percent of 
SO2 emissions, nationally.40   Transportation-related sources account for over 30 percent of the primary 
smog-forming pollutants emitted nationwide and 28 percent of the fine particulates.  Vehicle emissions are 
the mains reason 121 Air Quality Districts in the U.S. are in noncompliance with the 1970 Clean Air Act’s 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards.  Moreover, emissions from cars, trucks, and buses cause 60-90 
percent of air pollution in cities.  Transportation-related emissions also generate more than a quarter of the 
greenhouse gases.41      
 
Diesel Exhausts.  Long-term exposure to high levels of diesel exhausts (generally at the level of 
occupational exposure,) increase risk of developing lung cancer.42 Diesel engine emissions contribute to 
serious public health problems including: premature mortality, aggravation of existing asthma, acute 
respiratory symptoms, chronic bronchitis, and decreased lung function.  These emissions have also been 
linked to increased incidences of various cancers in more than 30 health studies.43  Diesel particulate matter 
alone contributes to 125,000 cancers in the United States.44   
 
Transportation Racism.  Transportation and civil rights have been linked for more than a century.  The 
1896 U.S. Supreme Court Plessy v. Ferguson decision codified “Jim Crow” segregation.  Despite the 1954 
Brown v. Board of Education court decision, transportation in many metropolitan area is still “separate and 
unequal.”45  Transportation investments have contributed to and exacerbated racial segregation and inner-
city46 disinvestments.47  Public transit has received roughly $50 billion since the creation of the Urban Mass 
Transit Administration over thirty years ago.48   People of color riders (Blacks, Latinos, Asians, Native 
Americans) account for nearly 60 percent of all transit passengers.49   
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Roads vs. Transit.   Roadway projects have received over $205 Billion since 1956.50  Other than housing, 
Americans spend more on transportation than any other household expense.51  The average American 
household spends 18% of its annual income, or more than $6,200, on transportation.  Many low-income 
families often spend more than one-third of their income on transportation.  Americans spend more on 
driving than on health care, education or food.   
 
Sprawl and Social Equity.  Downtowns are losing share of office space to sprawl development.  Detroit had 
the highest percentage (69.5 %) of office space outside the city.52   Sprawl-fueled growth is widening the 
gap between the  “haves” and “have nots” and is pushing people further and further apart geographically, 
politically, economically, and racially.   
 
Health Impact of Sprawl.  Not walking is contributing to “wasteline” sprawl, obesity, and ultimately ill 
health.53  Obesity among American adults has increased 60% over the past decade.  Today, one in five 
American adults is defined as obese.  One quarter of American children aged 6-17 is overweight.  Changes 
in our lifestyles and communities have played the greatest role in the decline of physical activity among 
Americans.54   
 
COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
 
Corporate Welfare.  Corporations routinely pollute the air, ground, and drinking water while being 
subsidized by tax breaks from the state.  Many states, particularly in the South, have a "look-the-other-way 
environmental policy” that subsidizes threats to human health and the natural environment.  For example, 
Louisiana is a leader in doling out corporate welfare to polluters.  In the 1990s, the state wiped off the 
books $3.1 billion in property taxes to polluting companies.   The state’s top five worse polluters received 
$111 million dollars over the past decade.55  
 
Job-Related Illnesses.   An estimated of 137 American workers die from job-related diseases every day.56 
This is more than eight times the number of workers who die from job-related accidents. Every year about 
6,000 workers are killed from workplace accidents.   Fear of unemployment acts as a potent incentive for 
many workers to stay in and accept jobs that are health threatening. This practice amounts to "economic 
blackmail."  Workers are often forced to choose between unemployment and a job that may result in risks 
to their health, their family's health, and the health of their community.   
 
Sweatshops.  The Department of Labor estimates that more than half of the country's 22,000 sewing shops 
violate minimum wage and overtime laws.57   Many of these workers labor in dangerous conditions 
including blocked fire exits, unsanitary bathrooms, and poor ventilation. Government surveys also reveal 
that 75% of U.S. garment shops violate safety and health laws.58 
 
Just Transition.  Greater financial resources needed to build alliances between grassroots/rank-and-file 
alliances, as well as support for national and international level dialogue among workers, environmental 
justice networks, community based organizations, institutions, and policy makers. 
 
 
GLOBAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
 
Poverty and Pollution.  Poverty and pollution are intricately linked.59  Poor people are disproportionately 
exposed to hazards in their environment that in turn makes them sick due to the lack of clean and fresh 
water, and adequate food, shelter, fuel and air.  Three environmental problems (contaminated drinking 
water, untreated human excrement, and air pollution) account for 7.7 million deaths annually or 15 percent 
of the global death toll of 52 million.  One in five children in the poorest regions of the world will not live 
to see their fifth birthday, mainly because of environment-related diseases, i.e., mostly due to malaria, acute 
respiratory infections or diarrhea—all of which are largely preventable.  This amounts to 11 million 
childhood deaths a year worldwide.60    
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Water Poverty.  An estimated one-sixth of the world’s population (1.1 billion people) remains without 
access to improved sources of water.  More than 1.4 billion people lack access to safe water.  Dirty water is 
the worlds “deadliest” pollutant.61 Privatization of water looms as a major environmental and economic 
justice issue in the 21st century.   
 
Access to Clean Energy.  More than two billion people in the world today do not have access to sufficient 
energy to meet their basic needs.  Some 80 percent of all energy used in the world comes from fossil fuels.  
Fossil fuels are the main contributors to environmental and health problems.  In 1998, new renewable 
energy accounted for only about 2% of all primary energy consumption globally.      
  
Toxics on the U.S.-Mexico Border.  All along the Lower Rio Grande River Valley maquiladoras dump their 
toxic waste into the river, from which over 95 percent of the region’s residents get their drinking water.  
Shantytowns or colonias are home to 1 of every 5 residents of the 14 Texas counties along the U.S.-Mexico 
border.  Of the 11 million border inhabitants, about 50% live in the three twin cities of: Ciudad Juárez – El 
Paso; Mexicali – Calexico; and Tijuana – San Diego.  In 1998, about 3,000 maquiladoras were in operation 
within the country of Mexico, of which 2,400 were situated in the border region.  In 1997,maquiladoras 
employed more than 900,000 people working at more than 3,000 plants, mainly along the border.   Heavy 
exposure to toxics is not limited to workers. The maquiladoras produce large quantities of hazardous waste, 
little of which finds it way back to the country of origin for proper disposal. In addition, the air and water of 
local residential communities is fouled by toxic emissions in the air and untreated industrial waste. 
 
Navy War Games on Vieques.  The U.S. Navy has used the tiny island of Vieques, Puerto Rico as a 
bombing range since 1941.  Fifty years of military exercises including the use of bombs, artillery shells, 
depleted uranium ordnance, Agent Orange and napalm have left local communities with serious health 
problems, destroyed ecosystems, and left "more craters per square kilometer than the moon".  Seventy-two 
percent of the island 9,000 residents live in poverty.  The unemployment rate is 50%, and fishing is the 
only significant industry.  Residents voted overwhelmingly for the Navy to leave the island.  The Puerto 
Rico Department of Health found the Vieques cancer rate to be 26% higher than the rest of Puerto Rico 
from 1985-1989, and one source reports a 300% increase in cancer over the past 20 years. Medical studies 
have documented health impacts in fishermen and children that could be tied to noise from Navy ship-to-
shore shelling.  Testing of Vieques children showed accumulated levels of heavy metals such as arsenic, 
cadmium, bismuth, mercury, and lead in stool samples.  Soils are degraded and contaminated, and both 
Navy and independent testing of bombing areas have found at least 10 toxic constituents including metals, 
benzene, and chloroform. Dust clouds carry pollutants toward civilian communities, where effective 
concentrations of particulates have exceeded federal air criteria. 
 
Radioactive Colonialism.   Radioactive colonialism operates in energy production62 (mining of uranium) on 
Native and indigenous peoples lands.63  For example, the U.S. government has approved a nuclear dump in 
Yucca Mountain, sacred to the Western Shoshone.  Over 1,000 atomic bombs have been exploded on 
Western Shoshone lands in Nevada, the “most bombed nation on earth.”  
  
Climate Justice.  Climate justice looms as major environmental justice issue of the 21st century.64  The 
United States emits one quarter of the world’s gases that cause global warming.  People of color are 
concentrated in cities that failed EPA’s ambient air quality standards.  Global warming is expected to 
double the number of cities that currently exceed air quality standards.  A study of the fifteen largest 
American cities found that climate change would increase heat-related deaths by at least 90 percent.  People 
of color are twice as likely to die in a heat wave.   
 
Global warming will increase the number of flood, drought and fire occurrences worldwide.   Also, low-
income people typically lack insurance to replace possessions lost in storms and floods.   Only 25 percent 
of renters have renters insurance.  The potential consequences of a destabilized climate can already be seen 
in the increased economic costs of property insurance claims due to weather related damages.  Property 
insurers lost an average of $2 billion a year to damage from extreme weather events around the world in the 
1980s.  By the 1990s, losses averaged more than $12 billion annually.  Weather-related losses for the first 
10 months of 1998 - some $89 billion - exceed the total losses for all the 1980s. 65   
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Climate change will reduce discretionary spending because prices will rise across the board. Low-income 
families will have to spend even more on food and electricity, which already represent a large proportion of 
their budgets.  Indigenous people are losing traditional medicinal plants to a warming climate, and 
subsistence households are suffering from the loss of species that are unable to adapt. 
 

MAJOR RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
HEALTH & SAFETY  
 
End Childhood Lead Poisoning.  Lead poisoning is a preventable disease.  Childhood lead poisoning 
should be eliminated as a disease altogether.  Target high-risk children, screening, early detection, 
treatment; increase allocation of medications that help reduce or remove lead; use new, safe lead removal 
techniques; and dietary improvements.   
 
Arrest Asthma Epidemic.  Initiate more community-driven and people of color-centered asthma prevention 
and /intervention program in major urban centers where the problem exists.   
 
Building Code Reform.  Change building codes, better enforce existing codes and design healthier buildings 
and building components to enhance ventilation and reduce exposure to toxic chemicals that can impair 
respiration.66 
 
Health Tracking.  A network for identifying, investigating, responding to, and preventing environmental 
health problems in schools is needed to help protect children’s health in school. Data systems that link 
environmental factors with health conditions need to be developed to obtain data for disease prevention and 
health promotion.  Such a network would help to close the gap in knowledge regarding the prevalence and 
incidence of environmental-related conditions and environmental exposures.67 
 
Strengthen Worker Protection Standard (WPS).  Farmworkers remain “second-class” workers.   One 
regulation addresses occupational exposure by attempting to reduce the risk of pesticide exposure among 
farmworkers is the Worker Protection Standard (WPS).  While the WPS is a significant step in protecting 
farmworker health, lack of compliance and enforcement have undermined the law and, as a result, it is not 
adequately protecting farmworkers.   
 
Precautionary Principle.  Using the precautionary principle as a basis for responding to global warming 
can reduce the costs associated with adapting, as it has for other environmental problems.” 68 
 
BUILT ENVIRONMENT  
 
Regional Fair Housing Initiatives.  Discrimination is still a major barrier to open housing in most regions.  
Discrimination costs.  A targeted regional fair housing strategy could maximize affordable housing, 
employment, and educational opportunity options for low-income persons and people of color.   
 
Urban Brownfields Redevelopment.  Current land-use decision-making favors development in the suburbs 
or “greenfields” rather than inner city areas.  Some policies foster abandonment and infrastructure decline.  
Alternatively, existing policies, such as criteria for funding water/sewer infrastructure could be modified to 
favor existing, rather than new development.  In addition, “brownfields,” or abandoned or underutilized 
property or buildings, need to be reclaimed and brought back into production.  Residents in neighborhoods 
with brownfields sites must be an integral part of the redevelopment process.69   
 
TEA-21 Renewal.  Build on, preserve, and strengthen the environmental, health, air quality, equity, and 
historic preservation framework and provisions of TEA-21. TEA-21 renewal will need to address improved 
performance and accountability, mobility and choices, safety, economic prosperity, energy efficiency, and 
new transportation investments that meet the needs and challenges of creating healthy, livable and just 
communities.70     
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Transportation Equity Assessments.  Ensure the use performance measures to assess equity impacts 
(benefits and burdens) of state DOTs and MPOs transportation planning, investment decisions, and policies 
impact on Title VI protected classes, minority populations, and low-income populations.   
 
Streets for Walking, Bicycles, and Transit.   Design communities around people rather than around 
automobiles.   
  
Public Health and Safety.  Fund research that examines the impact that changes in the built environment 
can have on public health, such as addition of greenspace, sidewalks, bike paths, lighting, crosswalks, 
traffic calming, etc.  Target research funding to community based organizations (CBOs) and historically 
black colleges/minority institutions (HBCUs/MIs) to study  and design remedies to address pedestrian 
fatalities and transportation safety issues in people of color communities.     
 
Improving Access to Jobs.  Sprawl-driven development diverts funds away from central cities.  Improving 
low-income residents’ mobility, particularly for those making the transition from welfare to work, may be 
the difference between employment and unemployment.  Innovative programs are needed to improve 
transportation efficiency, reduce the impacts of transportation on the environment, reduce the need for 
infrastructure investment, provide efficient access, examine development patterns and involve the 
community in such efforts.   
 
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ECOLOGY   
 
Equal Access to Parks, Green Space, and Natural Areas.   Vigorously enforce nondiscriminatory laws that 
require equal access to parks, green space, and natural areas, i.e., beaches and waterfronts.   
 
Energy Efficient Housing.  Improving energy efficiency in housing is a money saver and could play a major 
role in improving air quality.  Reduction in energy consumption benefits all households.  It is especially 
pertinent for low-income residents since efficiency measures save money, improve human health, reduce 
air pollution, increase building durability, and enhance property values. 71 
 
Conversion to Clean Fuel Vehicles.  There is an urgent need to move the nation’s transportation systems 
away from its current over-dependence on oil.72 A specific policy measure should target specific fleets, 
including school buses and garbage trucks, for conversion to clean fuels. Local municipalities can require 
that the school district only purchase clean fuel school buses, that it place emissions controls on existing 
buses, and accelerate the retirement of the oldest, dirtiest buses on the road.73 Similar, with their low miles 
traveled and centralized parking structure, city garbage trucks are an ideal fleet for fueling with compressed 
natural gas.74 
 
Redress Spanish and Mexican Land Grants.  Environmental justice for Hispanos is about restoration of 
their ancestral lands and about building their capacity to manage those lands effectively and wisely.  In the 
meantime, environmental justice is about developing new management approaches among government 
agencies to work more closely with Hispano communities in the management of natural resources within 
the public domain and to integrate the values and needs of these communities as priorities within the 
implementation and enforcement of regulations pertaining to environmental protection and reclamation—
that is, management with a sensibility for Hispano cultural preservation. 
 
Renewable Energy.  Seek partners to help Tribes realize the economic, environmental and climate benefits 
of their  clean renewable energy resources;  address past and ongoing environmental injustices resulting 
from the building of the mainstream dams on the Missouri River to the detriment of Indian culture and 
reservation economies, and provide for future tribal economic, cultural and community revitalization 
sustainability and capacity building based upon renewable energy generation to federal and private markets 
within and beyond the region.  
 
ALTERED ENVIRONMENT 
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Protection Children from Hazards. Schoolchildren deserve to be protected from environmental hazards in 
their school; however, no standards exist providing such protections.  For example, in the states with 
OSHA coverage, school employees are covered by standards including: a written hazard communication 
standard that lists all products with toxic ingredients, access to material safety data sheets, training for 
employees on chemical hazards; protective equipment for employees to use; a laboratory standard covering 
science teachers and technicians; emergency evacuation procedures; and access to any environmental 
monitoring performed by the employer. However, students are not covered by these standards.75 
 
Citizen Participation in Cleanup Decision-Making.  Environmental restoration should be guided by a 
citizen council with the authority to guide the cleanup and a public transparent process, with the 
municipality and people of Vieques in the driver's seat.76 
 
Address Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs).  Alaska Natives also suffer from the effects of persistent 
organic pollutants  (POPS) that tend to become concentrated in northern latitudes. 
 
COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
 
Removing the Risks from Brownfields.  Removing health risks must be the main priority of all brownfields 
action plans. Policy requirements and enforcement mechanisms to safeguard environmental health should 
be strengthened for all brownfields projects located in these communities. 
 
Cross-Sector Brownfields Partnerships.  Funding for brownfields pilots from EPA and other federal 
programs should continue to be made more accessible by community-based non-profits.   
 
Develop Brownfields Partnerships with Academic Institution.   Residents in neighborhoods with 
brownfields sites must be an integral part of the redevelopment process.77 Many brownfields are located in 
or near people of color communities and urban colleges and universities.  Urban universities, with their 
multiple social and physical sciences specialists, could be natural partners in land use decision-making in 
brownfields remediation.  A defined role for colleges and universities in close proximity to brownfields 
pilot programs should be included in the current remediation process from local to federal levels.78   
 
Institute Anti-Displacement Provisions in Brownfields Redevelopment.  These requirements should be 
incorporated into all federal, state and local brownfields laws.  Since displacement cannot be completely 
avoided, compensation and assistance in relocation should be provided to individuals and families 
adversely affected by brownfields redevelopment, including in the case of a greater environmental hazard 
being discovered during the assessment and remediation processes.  Support efforts to expand opportunities 
for community groups to purchase and redevelop properties in their neighborhoods, and in partnership with 
state and private entities through existing brownfields redevelopment programs.  This should include the 
provision by government agencies at all levels (but in particular at the local and regional levels) of tax 
benefits and subsidies typically given to private institutions. 79 
 
Establish Community Land Trusts.  The establishment of Community Land Trusts (CLTs) could allow 
communities to purchase or obtain brownfields from local governments at below-market rates, and then 
redevelop them for a variety of community needs including limited-equity housing.  CLTs are community-
governed nonprofits, with development priorities that are determined by local residents. 
 
Environmental Justice-Driven Community Development.  Environmental justice organizations should 
become involved in redevelopment processes in their neighborhoods in order to integrate brownfields 
priorities into long-range neighborhood redevelopment plans.  This will allow for the use of Tax Increment 
Finance (TIF) funds accrued by the redevelopment process to fund the cleanup and redevelopment of 
brownfields sites for community-determined uses.  
 
Community Benefits Plans.  Encourage environmental justice movement leaders to develop environmental 
justice criteria for Community Benefits Plans (modeled after those employed successfully in union 
organizing) in order to assess the desirability of any given brownfields redevelopment project proposed for 
a community. 
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Combat “Brownlining.”  Environmental justice groups must actively advocate against the “brownlining” 
practices of financial institutions, which limit their investment in redevelopment projects in neighborhoods 
with an industrial past (i.e., usually low-income inner city communities of color).  As long as the financial 
capital markets are effectively shutting out communities of color through lending practices that are 
discriminatory, the majority of brownfields will remain contaminated and underutilized. 
 
Private Industry Relocation Programs.  An increasing number of contaminated communities are calling for 
buyout and relocation.  There is a need for an interdisciplinary team that can work with communities to 
assist them initiate discussions and relocation negotiation offers with local industries.   As the recent 
victory in Norco, Louisiana demonstrates, successful negotiations involve: a lot of corporate and real estate 
research, bold, targeted activism, “good cop- bad cop” tactics, effective media exposure and quiet 
diplomacy all coordinated with one integrated strategy.  Moreover, successful negotiations always involve 
a well-organized, well educated, community that is willing to speak for itself with a lot of good help.80   
 
HUMAN RIGHTS   
 
Worker Protection.  It is essential that the environmental justice movement supports farm worker 
organizations including the Farm Worker Network for Economic and Environmental Justice (FNEEJ), the 
Farm Labor Organizing Committee (FLOC), and the United Farm Workers of America (UFW) in their 
efforts to secure legal rights and collective bargaining contracts with growers.81 
 
Environmental Education.  Develop strategies and implementation plans to link environmental justice 
community based organizations and public schools at all levels including community colleges and 
universities.82 
 
Military Toxics.  Cease bombing, including with practice bombs, and open burning/open detonation 
Vieques, Puerto Rico.   
 
Equal Protection.  Enforce environmental, health, housing, transportation, and civil rights laws equally 
across the board.   Work toward a legislative “fix” of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 that addresses 
disparate “impact” standard. 
 
Support for the Tribal Sovereignty Protection Initiative of the National Congress of American Indians. This 
initiative seeks the enactment of legislation by Congress to curb the activism of the Supreme Court in 
Indian law.   
 
GLOBAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
 
Universal Access to Clean Water.  Governments should implement programs to make safe drinking water 
and adequate sanitation available and affordable to all.  Conduct assessment and research on impact of 
privatization on poor people’s access to clean water and sanitation.   
 
Poverty Eradication.  Governments should implement poverty eradications program that targets the world’s 
poor that live on less than $1 per day.   
 
Clean and Affordable Energy.  Governments should initiate an action program to make available finances 
and infrastructure to bring clean and affordable and sustainable energy sources to the 2 billion people who 
lack these energy service by 2012.  Governments should adopt a target increasing the global share of new 
renewable energy sources to 15% by 2010.   
 
Decrease Pesticide Use.   Governments should institute protocols, plan, and regulations to decrease 
industrial pesticide use, including prohibiting the export of banned or never registered pesticides, 
implement integrated pest management (IPM), evaluate the hazards posed by pesticide exports, and 
improve the quality and quantity of information pesticide production, trade and use and publish information 
in the public record.   
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Global Phase-out of Leaded Gasoline.  Total global phase-out of leaded gasoline and lead paint. 
 
Debt Forgiveness and Environmental Reparations.  Debt forgiveness and reparations for the harm, damage, 
contamination, destruction, and suffering caused by global environmental racism.  Land reform and 
redistribution that redresses past discrimination.   
 
Build a Global Environmental Justice Movement.  Provide resources to organizations, networks, 
institutions, and associations to strengthen the global environmental justice movement. 
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