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Toxic Wastes and Race at Twenty, 1987-2007:  Grassroots Struggles to 
Dismantle Environmental Racism in the United States 

 
July 20, 2007 
 
Dear Members of Congress: 
 
We the undersigned offer this letter on behalf of more than one hundred Environmental 
Justice Network leaders, environmental and conservation organizations, civil rights and 
human rights advocates, environmental educators, and health allies who represent 
millions of Americans from around the nation.  Our government has a special role to 
protect all Americans.  Environmental injustice in people of color communities is as 
much or more prevalent today than 20 years ago, according to a follow-up study to the 
landmark 1987 United Church of Christ Toxic Wastes and Race in the United States 
report that put the environmental justice movement on the map two decades ago.   
 
We urge you to take immediate steps to end environmental injustice and toxic racism in 
low-income and people of color communities as clearly documented in the new study, 
Toxic Wastes and Race at Twenty: 1987-2007, released March 2007.   
 
The new report finds that people of color make up the majority (56%) of the residents 
living in neighborhoods within two miles of the nation’s commercial hazardous waste 
facilities, nearly double the percentage in areas beyond two miles (30%).  They also make 
up more than two-thirds (69%) of the residents in neighborhoods with clustered 
facilities.  Percentages of African Americans, Hispanics/Latinos, and Asians/Pacific 
Islanders in host neighborhoods are 1.7, 2.3, and 1.8 times greater in host neighborhoods 
than non-host areas (20% vs. 12%, 27% vs. 12%, and 6.7% vs. 3.6%), respectively. 
 
Forty of 44 states (90%) with hazardous waste facilities have disproportionately high 
percentages of people of color in host neighborhoods– on average about two times 
greater than the percentages in non-host areas (44% vs. 23%). Nine out of ten EPA 
regions have racial disparities in the location of hazardous waste facilities.   
 
We strongly endorse and support the report’s several dozen policy recommendations for 
action at the Congressional, state, and local levels to help eliminate environmental and 
health disparities.  Based on these disturbing findings, we along with other environmental 
justice, civil rights and human rights, and health allies are calling for steps to reverse this 
downward spiral, including:   
 

1. Hold Congressional Hearings on EPA Response to Contamination in EJ 
Communities;  

2. Pass a National Environmental Justice Act Codifying the Environmental Justice 
Executive Order 12898;  
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3. Provide a Legislative “Fix” for Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 that was 
gutted by the 2001 Alexander v. Sandoval U.S. Supreme Court decision that 
requires intent, rather than disparate impact, to prove discrimination;  

4. Require Assessments of Cumulative Pollution Burdens in Facility Permitting;  
5. Require Safety Buffers in Facility Permitting;  
6. Protect and Enhance Community and Worker Right-to-Know;  
7. Enact Legislation Promoting Clean Production and Waste Reduction;  
8. Adopt Green Procurement Policies and Clean Production Tax Policies;  
9. Reinstate the Superfund tax.  
10. Establish Tax Increment Finance (TIP) Funds to Promote Environmental Justice-

Driven Community Development  
 
Getting government to respond to the needs of low-income and people of color 
communities was sluggish decades before the world witnessed the disastrous Hurricane 
Katrina response nearly two years ago.  The time to act is now.  Our communities cannot 
wait another twenty years.   
 
 
Signed, 
 
Drafters and Principal Authors 
 
Dr. Robert D. Bullard, Director of the Environmental Justice Resource Center at Clark 
Atlanta University, Atlanta, GA 
 
Dr. Paul Mohai, Professor, School of Natural Resources and Environment, University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 
 
Dr. Beverly Wright, Executive Director, Deep South Center for Environmental Justice at 
Dillard University, New Orleans, LA 
 
Dr. Robin Saha, Assistant Professor, Department of Environmental Studies and School of 
Public and Community Health Sciences, University of Montana, Missoula, MT 
 
Co-signers 
 
Donele Wilkins, Executive Director, Detroiters Working for Environmental Justice and 
Co-Chair, National Black Environmental Justice Network, Detroit, MI 
 
Tom B.K. Goldtooth, Executive Director, Indigenous Environmental Network 
Bemidji, MN 
 
Richard Moore, Co-Chair, Southwest Network for Environmental and Economic Justice, 
Albuquerque, NM 
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Vivian Chang, Executive Director, Asian Pacific Environmental Network (APEN), 
Oakland, CA 
 
Albert Huang, Attorney, Environmental Justice, Natural Resources Defense Council 
(NRDC), New York, NY 
 
Melanie L. Griffin, Director of Environmental Partnerships, Sierra Club, Washington, 
DC 
 
Vivian Buckingham, Director of Campaign for Communities, Earth Day Network, 
Washington, DC 
 
Peggy Shepard and Cecil Corbin-Mark, Executive Director and Director of Programs, 
WE ACT for Environmental Justice (WE ACT), New York, NY 
 
Makani Themba-Nixon, Executive Director, The Praxis Project/PATH, Washington, DC 
 
Nathalie Walker & Monique Harden, Co-Directors & Attorneys, Advocates for 
Environmental Human Rights, New Orleans, LA 
 
Roger Rivera, President and Founder, National Hispanic Environmental Council 
(NHEC), Alexandria, VA 
 
Luke Cole, Director, Center on Race, Poverty & the Environment, San Francisco, CA  
 
Suzie Canales, Director, Citizens for Environmental Justice& National Bucket Brigade 
Coalition, Corpus Christi, TX 
 
Pamela Miller, Executive Director, Alaska Community Action on Toxics, Anchorage, 
AK 
 
Dr. Henry Clark, Executive Director, West County Toxics Coalition, Richmond, CA 
 
Dr. Yomi Noibi, Executive Director, Eco-Action, Atlanta, GA 
 
Jose Bravo, Executive Director, Just Transition Alliance, San Diego, CA 
 
Nelson Carrasquillo, Comite de Apoyo a los Trabajadores Agricolas (CATA), Glassboro, 
NJ 
 
Gabriel Nims, Executive Director, 1000 Friends of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 
 
Donald Keesing, Coordinator, Voices Opposed to Environmental Racism (VOTER), 
Takoma Park, MD 
 
Sylvia Ledesma, Director, Kalpulli Izkalli, Albuquerque, NM 
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Joni Arends, Executive Director Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety, Santa Fe, NM 
 
Reilly Morse, Equal Justice Works Katrina Legal Fellow, Mississippi Center for Justice, 
Biloxi, MS 
 
Vernon Haltom, Co-director, Coal River Mountain Watch, Whitesville, WV 
 
Jimmie Garland, President, Clarksville Branch NAACP #5581, Clarksville, TN 
 
Denny Larson, Executive Director, Global Community Monitor, San Francisco, CA 
 
Iantha Gantt-Wright, President, The Kenian Group Coaching and Consulting, Fort 
Washington, MD 
 
Reverend Anthony Evans, Executive Director, National Black Church Initiative, 
Washington, DC 
 
Mark A. Mitchell, M.D., MPH, President, Connecticut Coalition for Environmental 
Justice, Hartford, CT 
 
Erica Swinney, Community Organizer, Greenaction for Health and Environmental 
Justice, San Francisco, CA 
 
Dorothy L. Powell, Ed.D., RN, FAAN, Director, Office of Global and Community Health 
Initiatives, School of Nursing at Duke University Medical Center, Durham, NC 
 
Pamela L. Pugh Smith, Program Manager, Saginaw County Department of Public Health, 
Saginaw,  MI 
 
Peter Montague, Ph.D., Executive Director, Environmental Research Foundation, New 
Brunswick, NJ 
 
Judith Robinson, Special Projects Director, Environmental Health Fund, Jamaica Plain, 
MA 
 
David N. Pellow, Ph.D., Director, California Cultures in Comparative Perspective, 
University of California, San Diego, LaJolla, CA 
 
Roberta Chase Wilding, Organizing Director, Clean New York, Cobleskill, NY 
 
Bobbie Paul, Director, Atlanta Women’s Action for New Directions (WAND), Atlanta, 
GA 
 
Sarah Anker, President, Community Health and Environment Coalition, Mt. Sinai, NY 
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Clifford Rechtschaffen, Professor of Law, Golden Gate University School of Law, San 
Francisco, CA 
 
Dr. Wil Burns, Co-Chair, American Society of International Law-International 
Environmental Law Group, El Cerrito, CA 
 
Reverend Dr. Joseph E. Lowery, Chair, Coalition for the People’s Agenda, Atlanta, GA  
 
Robin Morris Collin, Law Professor, Willamette University College of Law, Salem, OR 
 
Robert W. Collin, Senior Research Fellow, Center for Sustainable Communities, Salem, 
OR 
 
Daria E. Neal, Attorney, Lawyer’s Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, Washington, 
D.C., Washington, DC 
 
Buck Parker, Executive Director, Earthjustice, Oakland, CA 
 
Gina Martin, President, Houston Katrina Survivors Council, Houston, TX 
 
Frank M. Torres, Director of Youth Leadership & Organizing, United Puerto Rican 
Organization of Sunset Park (UPROSE), Brooklyn, NY 
 
Elizabeth C. Yeampierre, Chair, The New York City Environmental Justice Alliance, 
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Mtangulizi Sanyika, Project Manager,  African American Leadership Project, New 
Orleans, LA 
 
Kojo Livingston, Organizer, Peoples Hurricane Relief Fund, New Orleans, LA 
 
Jordan Flaterty, Editor, Left Turn, New Orleans, LA 
 
Sharon Fuller, Executive Director, Ma’ at Youth Academy for Environmental 
Leadership, Richmond, CA 
 
Bradley Angel, Executive Director, Greenaction for Health and Environmental Justice, 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Tracy Kuhns, Executive Director, Louisiana Bayoukeeper, Inc., Barataria, LA 
 
Lauren Ornelas, Founder/Director, Food Empowerment Project, San Jose, CA  
 
David Kyler, Executive Director, Center for a Sustainable Coast, Saint Simons Island, 
GA 
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Bill Owens, President, Glynn Environmental Coalition, Brunswick, GA 
 
Derrick C. Evans, Executive Director, Turkey Creek Community Initiatives, North 
Gulfport, MS 
 
Antonio Diaz, Organizational Director, People Organizing to Demand Environmental and 
Economic Rights (PODER), San Francisco, CA 
 
Deb Self, Executive Director, Baykeeper, San Francisco, CA 
 
Ken Salo, BS LLM, Lecturer in Urban Planning, University of Illinois at Urbana 
Champaign, Champaign, IL 
 
Diana McKeown, Program Director, Clean Water Action Midwest Office, Minneapolis, 
MN 
 
Judith Vega, Interim Executive Director, Community Coalition for Environmental 
Justice, Seattle, WA 
 
Lea Francisco, Board Co-Chair, Filipino/American Coalition for Environmental 
Solidarity (FACES), Berkeley, CA 
 
Autumn DeWoody, Interim Director, Inland Empire Waterkeeper, Riverside, CA 
 
Cheryl Johnson, Executive Director, People for Community Recovery, Chicago, IL 
 
Jeff Grimes, Assistant Director, Water Resources Program, New Orleans, LA 
 
Abayomi Noibi, Ph.D., Executive Director, Environmental Community Action, Inc. 
(ECO-Action), Atlanta, GA 
 
Kathleen Burns, Ph.D., Director, Sciencecorps, Lexington, MA 
 
Jane Nogaki, Pesticide Program Coordinator, New Jersey Environmental Federation, 
Marlton, NJ 
 
Elise Miller, M.Ed., Executive Director, Institute for Children’s Environmental Health, 
Freeland, WA 
 
Susana Almanza, Co-Director and Co-Founder, People Organized in Defense of Earth 
and her Resources (PODER), Austin, TX 
Claire Barnett, Executive Director, Healthy Schools Network, Inc., Albany, NY  
 
Juliet Ellis, Executive Director, Urban Habitat, Oakland, CA 
 
Savi Horne, Executive Director, Land Loss Prevention Project, Durham, NC 
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Dr. Mildred McClain, Executive Director, Citizens for Environmental Justice, Savannah, 
GA 
 
Dr. Ellen Griffith Spears, Department of Environmental Studies, Emory University, 
Atlanta, GA 
 
Jason Negron-Gonzales, Director, Movement, Oakland, CA  
 
Hilton Kelley, Director, Community In-power and Development Association Inc., Port 
Arthur, TX 
 
Dorothy A. Felix, Vice President, Mossville Environmental Action Now Inc. (M.E.A.N.), 
Westlake, LA 
 
Yuki Kidokoro, Southern California Program Director, Community for a Better 
Environment, Huntington Park, CA 
 
Yaya Raiz, Member, La Otra Mission, San Francisco, CA 
 
Roberta Chase Wilding, Organizing Director, Clean New York, Schenectady, NY 
 
Alba Mota, Project Coordinator, Globalhood, Bronx, NY 
 
Kimberly Wasserman Nieto, Coordinator, Little Village Environmental Justice 
Organization, Chicago, IL 
 
John Meyer, Chairman, Vermont Law School – National Lawyers Guild, South Royalton 
VT 
 
Dori Gileis, Executive Director, Women’s Voices for the Earth, Missoula, MT 
 
Kishi Animashaun  Ducre, Assistant Professor, Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY 
 
Michelle Lin, Organizer, Detroit Asian Youth Project, Detroit, MI 
 
Lauren Ross, Ph.D., P.E., Board Director, Alliance of Community Trainers, Austin, TX 
 
Michelle L. Roberts, Campaign and Policy Coordinator, Advocates for Environmental 
Human Rights, Washington, DC 
 
Dr. Richard Gragg, Associate Director, Center for Environmental Equity and Justice 
(CEEJ), Tallahassee, FL 
 
Michael J. Lythcott, President, The Lythcott Company, Marlboro, NJ  
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Eric Mann, Director, Labor/Community Strategy Center, Los Angeles, CA 
 
Sandy Bihn, Western Lake Erie Waterkeeper, Oregon, OH 
 
Lisa Fithian, Alliance of Community, Austin, TX 
 
Sofia Martinez, Concerned Citizen of Wagon Mound, Wagon Mound, NM   
 
Milena Velis, Prometheus Radio Project, Philadelphia, PA 

Trupania "Trap" Bonner - Executive Director, Moving Forward Gulf Coast Inc., Slidell, 
LA 

Bay Love, Common Ground Health Clinic, New Orleans, LA 
 


